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Abstract
In this paper, we extend the idea that the spectrum of Hawking radiation can reveal
valuable information on a number of parameters that characterize a particular black hole
background – such as the dimensionality of spacetime and the value of coupling constants
– to gain information on another important aspect: the curvature of spacetime. We inves-
tigate the emission of Hawking radiation from a D-dimensional Schwarzschild-de-Sitter
black hole emitted in the form of scalar fields, and employ both analytical and numeri-
cal techniques to calculate greybody factors and differential energy emission rates on the
brane and in the bulk. The energy emission rate of the black hole is significantly enhanced
in the high-energy regime with the number of spacelike dimensions. On the other hand,
in the low-energy part of the spectrum, it is the cosmological constant that leaves a clear
footprint, through a characteristic, constant emission rate of ultra-soft quanta determined
by the values of black hole and cosmological horizons. Our results are applicable to “small”
black holes arising in theories with an arbitrary number and size of extra dimensions, as
well as to pure 4-dimensional primordial black holes, embedded in a de Sitter spacetime.
1 Introduction
It has recently been pointed out that the hierarchy problem can be addressed in an
elegant geometrical way by assuming the existence of extra dimensions in the Universe
[1, 2] (for some early works, see Ref. [3]). If only gravity is allowed to propagate in the
(4+n)-dimensional bulk while all other fields are confined to a (3+1)-dimensional brane,
the size of the extra dimensions can be as large as 1 mm and the related fundamental
Planck scale, M∗, can be as low as 1 TeV [1]. A distinctive feature of the scenario with
Large Extra Dimensions [1] is that, above the scale of decompactification, gravitational
interactions become strong, with the highly suppressed 4-dimensional Newton’s constant,
κ24, being replaced by the significantly larger D-dimensional one, κ
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D. This idea has driven
a considerable interest as it opens exciting possibilities for observing strong gravitational
phenomena possibly at the TeV scale.
A particularly exciting proposal is that of the creation of mini black holes [4], either
at colliders [5] or in high energy cosmic-ray interactions [6] (for an extensive discussion
of the phenomenological implications as well as for a more complete list of references, see
the recent reviews [7, 8]). If such black holes do indeed form during high-energy particle
collisions, with center-of-mass energies greater than the fundamental Planck scale M∗, we
expect them to evaporate through the emission of Hawking radiation, similarly to their 4-
dimensional counterparts - for a detailed discussion of the properties of these microscopic
black holes formed in a flat, higher-dimensional spacetime, see Refs. [7, 9, 10]. These
black holes remain, at least initially, attached to our brane and emit Hawking radiation,
in the form of elementary particles, both in the bulk and on the brane. In order to avoid
modification of the bulk gravitational background, the self-energy of the brane is assumed
to be much smaller than the black hole mass. In addition, the mass of the produced black
hole must be, at least, a few times larger than the fundamental Planck scale M∗, so that
quantum gravity effects can be safely ignored, as for any classical object.
The emission of Hawking radiation from small black holes with horizon rH ≪ L,
where L the size of the extra dimensions, formed in a flat, higher-dimensional background,
has been the subject of several works during the last couple of years. In the case of a
spherically-symmetric Schwarzschild-like black hole, the task of determining the Hawking
radiation emission rate has been approached both analytically [11, 12, 13] and numerically
[14]. In the first set of works, analytical formulae for the emission rate were derived, but
only under certain approximations that limited their validity either at the low- or high-
energy regime. The latter numerical analysis [14], though, demonstrated in the most
exact way the dependence of the emission rate on the fundamental parameters of the
problem, i.e. the energy of the emitted particle, its spin, and, last but not least, the
dimensionality of spacetime. In the case of a rotating, Kerr-like black hole in a flat higher-
dimensional spacetime, analytical formulae for the emission rate were again derived [15, 16]
but the results are only partial, being valid only at the low-energy regime, for low angular
momentum of the black hole, and for a specific dimensionality of spacetime.
What these recent works – focused on the emission from a higher-dimensional black
hole – have revealed is the extremely important fact that the spectrum of Hawking ra-
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diation encodes vital information about the structure of the geometrical background,
a feature that was not apparent in the related studies in the 4-dimensional spacetime
[17, 18, 19]. Apart from the dimensionality of spacetime, the radiation spectrum may
give information on other aspects of the structure of the particular black hole background
emitting the radiation. For instance, in Ref. [20], it was demonstrated that, in the case of
a higher-dimensional black hole formed in the presence of the higher-derivative, stringy-
inspired Gauss-Bonnet term, the radiation spectrum depends also on the value of the
coupling constant of the Gauss-Bonnet term.
During past years, significant observational evidence has been obtained favoring a
non-zero cosmological constant in the Universe [21]. The presence of a non-trivial vacuum
energy in the universe inevitably affects the formation of black holes, and modifies ac-
cordingly the gravitational background around them. Since, as we mentioned above, the
spectrum of Hawking radiation is highly sensitive to the structure of the particular black
hole background, the one emanating from a black hole formed in a curved spacetime will
also bear a strong dependence on the value of the cosmological constant. In 4 dimensions,
the existing literature consists of only a handful of works that have studied the emission
of Hawking radiation coming from a Schwarzschild-de-Sitter (SdS) black hole by either
considering two-dimensional toy models [22, 23, 24] or focusing on special cases, like the
degenerate case of a SdS spacetime where the black hole and cosmological horizon co-
incide [25]. Surprisingly enough, in a higher number of dimensions, no work up to now
has investigated the exact form of the Hawking radiation spectrum of a SdS black hole,
with all the activity having been focused on the study of the pair creation of black holes
[26], thermodynamical aspects of radiation via tunneling [27], or the perturbations of the
higher-dimensional spacetime [28, 29] and the associated quasinormal frequencies [30] (for
related studies in 4 dimensions, see [31]).
This article aims at filling the aforementioned gap in the literature by deriving the
exact form of the generalized Hawking radiation spectrum (including the greybody fac-
tors) of a Schwarzschild black hole embedded in a D-dimensional de Sitter space-time.
In this way, the exact dependence of the radiation spectrum on all the parameters of
the theory will be revealed, and the effects of both the dimensionality and the bulk cos-
mological constant of the higher-dimensional spacetime on the emitted radiation will be
determined. From a theoretical point of view, the study of non-asymptotically flat space-
times is well motivated by the de Sitter (dS) and Anti-de Sitter (AdS) / conformal field
theory (CFT) correspondence, and the need to generalize, for a curved background, tech-
niques and principles, developed for a flat spacetime, is obvious. From the observational
point of view, the prospect of obtaining information on the topological structure of our
spacetime, including its curvature, from the Hawking radiation emitted from small black
holes – an effect possibly observable in near or far-future experiments – increases further
the importance of this work.
A discussion of the approximations made during our analysis should be added here.
In order to avoid any significant back reaction to the gravitational background due to
the change in the black hole mass after the emission of a particle, we must assume that
ω ≪ MBH . Since the emission spectrum is peaked around the black hole temperature, it is
2
sufficient to assume instead that TH ≪MBH . As we will see in the next section, the tem-
perature of a Schwarszchild-de Sitter black hole is lower than the one of a Schwarzschild
black hole, therefore, if the latter satisfies the aforementioned constraint, the former will
also do. By using the relation between the horizon and mass for a (4 + n)-dimensional
Schwarzschild black hole, this constraint translates to MBH ≫M∗, that is the black hole
mass must be much bigger than the fundamental Planck scale. The same bound guaran-
tees that quantum effects are small since such a black hole can be safely considered as
a classical object. The frequency of the emitted particles is also bounded from below: in
order for these quanta to be considered as (4 + n)-dimensional, not only the black hole
horizon, but also their wavelength must be smaller than the size of the extra dimensions,
or equivalently ω ≫ 1/L. Throughout our analysis, we will be assuming that the mass of
the black hole is indeed much higher thanM∗; however, the lower bound on the frequency
will be temporarily ignored for the sake of presenting complete emission spectra valid at
all energy regimes - this bound will be re-instated and its importance will be discussed in
the final discussion of our results at the end of our paper.
The outline of our paper is as follows: in the next section, we describe the general
framework for our analysis and briefly discuss the properties of the higher-dimensional
SdS black hole. In section 3, we concentrate on the emission of Hawking radiation from a
decaying SdS black hole on the brane. We start by considering the line-element describ-
ing the-induced-on-the-brane gravitational background, and then we derive the master
equation for propagation of fields with arbitrary spin in the 4-dimensional geometry. In
this work, we focus on the emission of Hawking radiation in the form of scalar fields,
and the corresponding cross-section, or“greybody factor”, for emission on the brane is
determined, first analytically, in the high- and low-energy limits, and then numerically,
in terms of the total number of dimensions and the value of the bulk cosmological con-
stant. The existence of extra dimensions in nature have a strong effect on the emission
cross-section, similar to the one found in the case of an asymptotically-flat Schwarzschild
black hole; in addition, the presence of the cosmological constant modifies significantly the
behaviour of the same quantity both at low and high energies. In section 4, we turn to the
emission of Hawking radiation, in the form of scalar fields, in the bulk: we provide again
analytical results for the “bulk” greybody factor, in the low- and high-energy regime,
and then exact, numerical ones; both sets of results prove the same strong dependence
of the cross-section, for emission in the bulk, on the cosmological constant and number
of extra dimensions, as on the brane. In Section 5, the final energy emission rates for the
“brane” and “bulk” channels are calculated, and the exact Hawking radiation spectra are
presented. We comment on the role that the two fundamental background parameters –
the cosmological constant and dimensionality of spacetime – play in the formation of the
spectra at all energy regimes, and also to the magnitude of the relative emission rate for
“bulk” and “brane” emission. The latter quantity is necessary to address the question of
the amount of radiation lost in the space transverse to the brane and thus the amount of
energy available for emission on the brane. We finish with a summary of our results and
conclusions, in section 6.
3
2 General framework
We start our analysis by presenting the line-element that describes a higher-dimensional,
neutral, spherically-symmetric black hole that arises in the presence of a positive cos-
mological constant. The line-element of the so-called Schwarzschild-de-Sitter (SdS) black
hole was first derived in [32], and has the form
ds2 = −h(r) dt2 + dr
2
h(r)
+ r2dΩ22+n, (1)
where
h(r) = 1− µ
rn+1
− 2κ
2
D Λ r
2
(n + 3)(n+ 2)
. (2)
The above line-element describes a black hole living in a D-dimensional spacetime, where
n is the number of extra, spacelike dimensions that exist in nature (D = 4 + n), and Λ
the positive cosmological constant in the bulk. The parameter µ is related to the ADM
mass of the black hole through the relation [9]
µ =
2κ2DMBH
(n+ 2)A2+n
, A2+n =
2π(n+3)/2
Γ[(n+ 3)/2]
, (3)
where A2+n is the area of a unit (2+ n)-dimensional sphere. In addition, dΩ
2
2+n describes
the corresponding line-element of the (2 + n)-dimensional unit sphere, and is given by
dΩ22+n = dθ
2
n+1 + sin
2 θn+1
(
dθ2n + sin
2 θn
(
...+ sin2 θ2 (dθ
2
1 + sin
2 θ1 dϕ
2) ...
))
. (4)
In the above, 0 < ϕ < 2π and 0 < θi < π, for i = 1, ..., n + 1 – notice that due to
the assumed spherical symmetry of the problem, n additional azimuthal coordinates θi
have been introduced to describe the n compact extra dimensions. Finally, in Eq. (2), the
parameter κ2D = 1/M
2+n
∗
stands for the (4 + n)-dimensional Newton’s constant.
Due to the presence of the positive cosmological constant Λ in the bulk, the higher-
dimensional spacetime is not asymptotically-flat. The spacetime has a true curvature
singularity at r = 0, and the equation
h(ri) = 1− µ
rn+1i
− 2κ
2
D Λ r
2
i
(n+ 3)(n+ 2)
= 0 , (5)
will yield, in principle, (n + 3) roots ri which correspond to (n + 3) horizons for this
spacetime. However, due to the positivity of r, only two real, positive roots emerge, the
largest one (rC) corresponding to the Cosmological horizon, and the smallest one (rH) to
the Black Hole event horizon. The metric function h(r) is therefore interpolating between
two zeros, one at r = rH and one at r = rC . The behaviour in between is easily found by
looking at the first derivative, h′(r): this function becomes zero only at the point
r0 =
[
(n + 1)(n+ 2)(n+ 3)µ
4κ2DΛ
]1/(n+3)
, (6)
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that is easily found to correspond to a global maximum. Therefore, h(r) increases for
r > rH , reaches a maximum at r = r0, and decreases again towards zero for r0 < r < rC .
The temperature of the black hole is given in terms of the surface gravity at the
location of the horizon 1, i.e.
TH =
kH
2π
=
1
4πrH
[
(n+ 1)− 2κ
2
DΛ
(n + 2)
r2H
]
. (7)
In the above, we have used the relation that follows from Eq. (5), i.e.
µ = rn+1i
[
1− 2κ
2
DΛ
(n + 2)(n+ 3)
r2i
]
, (8)
evaluated at ri = rH , to eliminate the parameter µ from the expression for the temperature
of the black hole. The temperature of the universe is given by a similar expression in terms
of the surface gravity of the cosmological horizon
TC =
kC
2π
= − 1
4πrC
[
(n + 1)− 2κ
2
DΛ
(n+ 2)
r2C
]
, (9)
where care has been taken to ensure that TC is positive. Since rC > rH , the temperature
of the universe will always be smaller than that of the black hole, TC < TH .
As any black hole with a non-vanishing temperature, the Schwarzschild-de-Sitter black
hole will emit Hawking radiation [33] in the form of elementary particles. The emission will
take place in the higher-dimensional spacetime (1) with the corresponding flux spectrum,
i.e. the number of particles emitted per unit time, given by
dN (s)(ω)
dt
=
∑
j
σ
(s)
j,n(ω)
1
exp (ω/TH)± 1
dn+3k
(2π)n+3
. (10)
The above formula is a direct generalization of the corresponding four-dimensional ex-
pression [33] for a higher number of dimensions. In the above, s is the spin of the emitted
degree of freedom and j its angular momentum quantum number. The spin statistics fac-
tor in the denominator is −1 for bosons and +1 for fermions. The corresponding power
spectrum, i.e. the energy emitted per unit time by the black hole, can be easily found by
combining the number of particles emitted with the amount of energy they carry. It is
given by
dE(s)(ω)
dt
=
∑
j
σ
(s)
j,n(ω)
ω
exp (ω/TH)± 1
dn+3k
(2π)n+3
. (11)
For massless particles, |k| = ω and the phase-space integral reduces to an integral over
the energy of the emitted particle ω. In what follows we are going to focus on the emission
of massless particles, or on particles with a rest mass much smaller than the temperature
1In section 5, a more accurate definition of the temperature of a black hole embedded in a de Sitter
spacetime will be given - for the purpose of our analysis up to section 5, the above definition is sufficient.
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of the black hole. Note that, since TH > TC , there will always be a net flow of energy from
the black hole towards the universe.
Both expressions, Eqs. (10) and (11), contain an additional factor, σ
(s)
j,n(ω), which
stands for the cross-section for the emission of a particle from a black hole, or alterna-
tively, the “greybody factor”. In a blackbody radiation spectrum, this factor is constant,
and equal to the area of the emitting body. In the case of a black hole, however, it de-
pends on the energy of the emitted particle, its spin and its angular momentum number,
and therefore, we expect it to significantly modify the Hawking radiation spectrum. The
greybody factor can be computed by determining the absorption probability, |A(s)j,n|2, for
propagation in the aforementioned higher-dimensional background (1), and then using
the generalised (4 + n)-dimensional optical theorem relation [34]
σ
(s)
j,n(ω) =
2nπ(n+1)/2 Γ[(n + 1)/2]
n!ωn+2
(2j + n + 1) (j + n)!
j!
|A(s)j,n|2 . (12)
We should finally stress here the extremely important fact that the greybody factor de-
pends also on the dimensionality of spacetime, and as we will see, in the case of a non-
asymptotically flat spacetime, on the value of the bulk cosmological constant, too. There-
fore, the corresponding black hole radiation spectrum encodes valuable information for
the structure of the spacetime around the black hole, including the number of dimensions
and the curvature of the spacetime in which the black hole lives. It is this double-fold
dependence of the black hole radiation spectrum that we are planning to investigate in
this work.
3 Hawking radiation from a (4 + n)-Dimensional SdS
Black Hole on the Brane
In this section, we will concentrate on the emission of Hawking radiation on the brane from
a decaying higher-dimensional Schwarzschild-de-Sitter black hole. We will first present
the line-element describing the geometry of the induced on the brane gravitational back-
ground, and then write the general equation for the propagation of a field with arbitrary
spin s in this geometry. By solving this equation both analytically (under certain approx-
imations) and numerically, the greybody factor for scalar emission on the brane from the
black hole will be determined.
3.1 General equation for spin-s particles on the brane
Having described the higher-dimensional spacetime in Section 2, we now turn our attention
to the induced geometry on the 4-dimensional brane. This simply follows by fixing the
values of the ‘extra’ angular azimuthal coordinates, i.e. θi = π/2, for i = 2, ..., n+1. This
leads to the projection of the higher-dimensional line-element (1) on a 4-dimensional slice
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that plays the role of our 4-dimensional world. The projected line-element has the form
ds2 = −h(r) dt2 + dr
2
h(r)
+ r2 (dθ2 + sin2 θ dϕ2) , (13)
where the subscript ‘1’ from the remaining azimuthal coordinate has been dropped. Note
that the metric function h(r) remains unchanged during the projection and is still given
by Eq. (2), therefore, its profile along the r-coordinate – that now has components only
along the 3 non-compact spatial dimensions – remains the same.
All particles restricted to live on the 4-dimensional brane propagate in the projected
background (13). The equations of motion, for particles with arbitrary spin s, in a curved
background can be derived by using the Newman-Penrose formalism [35, 36]. Under the
assumption of minimal coupling with gravity, and by employing the factorized ansatz
Ψs(t, r, θ, ϕ) = e
−iωt eimϕ∆−s Ps(r)S
m
s,j(θ) , (14)
the free equations of motion for particles with spin s = 0, 1
2
and 1 may be combined
to form a ‘master’ equation, satisfied by the radial part of the field, Ps(r). A master
equation for propagation in the projected on the brane background of a (4+n)-dimensional
rotating black hole was derived in [7] (see also [16]). In the limit of zero black hole angular
momentum, the line-element used in [7] reduces exactly to the spherically-symmetric one
given in Eq. (13). In that case, the master equation takes the form
∆s
d
dr
(
∆1−s
dPs
dr
)
+
(
ω2r2
h
+ 2is ω r − isω r
2h′
h
− λ˜
)
Ps = 0 , (15)
where ∆ ≡ hr2, and λ˜ = λ+2s. The eigenvalue λ is defined through the angular ‘master’
equation, satisfied by Sms,j(θ) – the so-called spin-weighted spherical harmonics [37]; this
has the form [7]
1
sin θ
d
dθ
(
sin θ
dSms,j
dθ
)
+
[
−2ms cot θ
sin θ
− m
2
sin2 θ
+ s− s2 cot2 θ + λ
]
Sms,j = 0 . (16)
It was found that λ ≡ j (j + 1)− s (s+ 1), and thus λ˜ = j (j + 1)− s (s− 1). We should
note here that ω is the energy of the propagating particle, s its spin and j its angular
momentum quantum number.
Equation (15) was used in Refs. [11, 13, 14] to study the emission of scalars, fermions,
and gauge bosons by a (4+ n)-dimensional Schwarzschild black hole on the brane. In the
presence of a cosmological constant in the bulk, the exact expression of the metric function
h(r) changes and assumes the form (2), but both projected line-elements have the same
general structure given in Eq. (13). Therefore, Eq. (15) can also be used to study propa-
gation of fields with arbitrary spin s in the projected background of a higher-dimensional
Schwarzschild-de-Sitter black hole, and thus the emission of Hawking radiation from such
a black hole on the brane. This task, for the emission of scalar fields, will be performed in
the next two subsections: we will first derive analytically the low- and high-energy limit
of the greybody factor, and then we will proceed to derive exact numerical results for the
same quantity.
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3.2 Analytical results for scalar emission on the brane
To determine the greybody factor σ
(s)
j,n(ω), one needs to find first the absorption coeffi-
cient A(s)j,n(ω) for propagation of a field in the projected background (13). To this end,
we need to solve the radial equation (15) over the whole radial regime. Even in the ab-
sence of a bulk cosmological constant, the general solution of this equation is extremely
difficult to be found. In Refs. [11, 13], where the emission of Hawking radiation from a
higher-dimensional Schwarzschild black hole was studied, this equation was solved an-
alytically at the low-energy regime, i.e. for ωrH ≪ 1, by making use of a well-known
approximation method: the solutions in the near-horizon and far-field regimes were found
and then smoothly matched in the intermediate zone. This led to an analytical expression
for the absorption coefficient as a function of the energy ω, the spin s, the total angular
momentum number j, and the number of extra dimensions n [11, 13].
In the presence of a cosmological constant in the bulk though, even the use of this
approximate method becomes extremely complicated, and the derivation of a general
analytical formula for the absorption coefficient is highly non-trivial. Nevertheless, by
using an alternative method, a less general but still analytical expression for the absorption
coefficient at the low-energy regime can be derived. The method amounts to solving the
radial equation in an intermediate zone, away from the two horizons rH and rC , in the
infrared limit of ω → 0. This solution is then stretched towards the two horizons, and
matched with the two asymptotic solutions there. An analytical formula for the absorption
coefficient can be easily derived by looking at the ℓ = 0 partial wave, that, as we will
see, gives the dominant contribution to the absorption coefficient. This method was used
successfully in 4 dimensions (n = 0) to derive a simplified analytical expression for the
absorption coefficient in the case of a Reissner-Nordstrom [38] and Schwarzschild-de-Sitter
[39] spacetime.
To our knowledge, a similar analysis for the case of a higher-dimensional SdS spacetime
projected onto a 4-dimensional brane has never been performed up to now. In what follows
we will address this question and concentrate on the case of scalar fields – we will thus drop
the spin index s = 0 from the various quantities and replace j by ℓ, the orbital angular
momentum quantum number. Then, the radial equation (15) will take the simpler form
d
dr
(
h r2
dP
dr
)
+
[
ω2r2
h
− ℓ(ℓ+ 1)
]
P = 0 . (17)
In the intermediate zone away from the two horizons, and in the infrared limit of ω → 0,
the first term inside the square brackets can be ignored. The remaining equation can
then be integrated to derive the low-energy solution for P (r), for arbitrary ℓ. In order to
simplify our calculations, we will concentrate directly on the mode ℓ = 0. Then, by using
the definition of h(r), Eq. (2), the solution of the above equation, for an arbitrary number
of transverse dimensions n, takes the form
P (r) = C1
[
log(r − rH)
2kHr
2
H
− log(rC − r)
2kCr
2
C
+
n+1∑
m=1
log(r + rm)
2kmr2m
]
+ C2 . (18)
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In the above expression, C1 and C2 are integration constants to be determined shortly,
and the rm’s stand for the n + 1 negative roots of the equation h(r) = 0. Finally, the
quantity
ki =
1
2
dh
dr
∣∣∣∣
r=ri
=
1
2ri
[
(n+ 1)− 2κ
2
DΛ
n+ 2
r2i
]
, (19)
is the surface gravity at the location of the ith root, including rH and rC . As it is clear
from Eq. (18), in the limits r → rH and r → rC , the first and second term, respectively,
will be the dominant one in each case with the remaining ones acquiring a constant value.
The solution near the two horizons can be alternatively found by solving the radial
equation (17) directly in the limits r → rH and r → rC , a task that is greatly facilitated
if we make use of the so-called ‘tortoise’ coordinate, defined by the relation
dr∗
dr
=
1
h(r)
. (20)
Defining also a new radial function through the relation u(r) = rP (r), Eq. (17) takes the
Schro¨dinger-like form
−d
2u
dr2
∗
+ h(r)
[
ℓ(ℓ+ 1)
r2
+
h′(r)
r
]
u = ω2u , (21)
or, more explicitly,
−d
2u
dr2
∗
+ h(r)
[
ℓ(ℓ+ 1)
r2
+
µ (n+ 1)
rn+3
− 4κ
2
DΛ
(n + 2)(n+ 3)
]
u = ω2u . (22)
From the above equation, we may easily read the gravitational potential barrier V (r)
that a scalar particle sees while propagating from the cosmological to the black hole
horizon or vice versa. As an illuminating example, Fig. 1 depicts the form of this barrier
for n = 1, µ = 1, Λr2H = 10
−2 (henceforth, the values of the latter two quantities will
be given in terms of Planck units, i.e. Mn+1
∗
and M2+n
∗
, respectively) and ℓ = 0, 1 and
2. We notice that the barrier takes its lowest possible value for the partial wave ℓ = 0,
therefore, it is this mode that is more likely to be emitted by the black hole, with the
emission of higher partial waves being considerably suppressed – our decision, therefore,
to consider only the lowest partial wave in our analytical approach is justified. Since
the metric function h(r) vanishes at both horizons, rH and rC , so does the potential
barrier that is proportional to the metric function. Therefore, in both of these regimes,
the solution for u will have the form of plane waves. We may therefore write
u(r∗) ≃ A1 e−iωr∗ , for r ≃ rH , (23)
u(r∗) ≃ B1 e−iωr∗ +B2 eiωr∗ , for r ≃ rC . (24)
The solution near the black hole horizon, Eq. (23) has been written in such a way as
to satisfy the boundary condition that only incoming modes must exist in this area – no
such condition exists for the solution at the cosmological horizon, which therefore includes
both incoming and outgoing modes.
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Figure 1: The gravitational potential barrier V (r) in the projected 4-dimensional SdS
spacetime for n = 1, µ = 1, Λr2H = 10
−2 and ℓ = 0, 1 and 2. The barrier vanishes at
rH = 1.0008 and rC = 24.474.
By using the definition (2), Eq. (20) can be integrated to give
r∗ =
log(r − rH)
2kH
− log(rC − r)
2kC
+
n+1∑
m=1
log(r + rm)
2km
. (25)
In the low-energy limit, the asymptotic solution near the black hole horizon (r → rH),
Eq. (23), can be written as
u(B)(r) ≃ A1
{
1− iω
[
log(r − rH)
2kH
− log(rC − rH)
2kC
+
n+1∑
m=1
log(rH + rm)
2km
]}
. (26)
Comparing the above with the function rP (r), taken in the limit r → rH , we find that
C1 = −iωrHA1 , C2 = A1
rH
+O(ω) . (27)
A similar low-energy expansion of the asymptotic solution (24), near the cosmological
horizon rC , yields the following expression
u(C)(r) ≃ (B1 +B2) + iω (−B1 +B2)
[
log(rC − rH)
2kH
− log(rC − r)
2kC
+
n+1∑
m=1
log(rC + rm)
2km
]}
.
(28)
Comparing again the expressions of rP (r), in the limit r → rC , and u(C)(r), we are led
to the relations
C1 = iωrC (−B1 +B2) , C2 = 1
rC
(B1 +B2) +O(ω) . (29)
As it is clear from the asymptotic solutions (23)-(24), the reflection coefficient for the
propagation of a scalar field in this background will be given by the ratio B2/B1, that
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can easily follow by combining Eqs. (27) and (29). Then, the corresponding reflection and
absorption probabilities are found to be
|R0,n|2 =
∣∣∣∣∣B2B1
∣∣∣∣∣
2
=
(r2C − r2H)2
(r2C + r
2
H)
2
, |A0,n|2 = 1− |R0,n|2 = 4r
2
Cr
2
H
(r2C + r
2
H)
2
. (30)
The above results must be contrasted with the ones that follow in the case of propagation
of a scalar field in the projected background of a Schwarzschild-like higher-dimensional
black hole. A detailed analytical calculation in Ref. [11] showed that, in the absence of a
bulk cosmological constant, the absorption coefficient is given by: Aℓ,n ∝ (ωrH)ℓ+1, and
therefore vanishes in the low-energy limit for all values of ℓ. On the other hand, similar
results to the ones shown in Eqs. (30) were derived also in the case of a scalar field being
scattered in the interior of a Reissner-Nordstrom black hole (i.e. between the Cauchy and
the event horizon) [38], and in the area between the black hole and cosmological horizon
of a 4-dimensional Schwarzschild-de-Sitter black hole [39]. The deciding factor therefore,
for the value of the absorption coefficient in the infrared limit, is the presence or not of
a second horizon that creates a finite-size universe in which the particle propagates – a
particle with zero energy, i.e. infinite wavelength, cannot be localized, and thus has a finite
probability to traverse the finite distance between the two horizons. As it was shown in Ref.
[39], constant field configurations, that have a vanishing energy-momentum tensor and
thus zero energy, do exist in a SdS background, therefore, we expect an enhancement in
the emission of ultra-soft quanta compared to the case of an asymptotically-flat spacetime.
We notice that, in the limit Λ → 0, or rC → ∞, the absorption coefficient vanishes, as
expected for the scattering of a zero-energy scalar particle in a single-horizon area.
Although the functional dependence of the absorption probability on the two horizons,
rH and rC , is the same as in the case of a pure 4-dimensional SdS spacetime, our result
has an implicit dependence on the value n of the transverse spacelike dimensions as well
as on the value of the bulk cosmological constant. The dependence on both of these
parameters is depicted on the entries of Table 1, for µ = 1. For fixed Λ, the absorption
probability reduces as the number of extra dimensions increases, a behaviour that was
also encountered in the case of propagation of a scalar field in a projected Schwarzschild-
like black hole background on the brane. On the other hand, for fixed n, the presence
of an increasingly larger bulk cosmological constant enhances the value of the absorption
probability at the low-energy regime, and thus facilitates the emission of scalar fields from
the black hole on the brane. The dependence of the absorption probability on n and Λ
could have also been inferred from the qualitative dependence of the effective potential
V (r) on these two parameters: keeping ℓ fixed, the height of the barrier increases as n
increases, while it decreases as Λ increases.
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Table 1: Absorption probabilities for emission on the brane in the limit ω → 0
n |A0,n|2 (for Λr2H = 10−2) Λr2H |A0,n|2 (for n = 1)
0 0.01417 0 0
1 0.00667 10−4 6.67× 10−5
2 0.00340 10−3 6.76× 10−4
3 0.00266 10−2 6.67× 10−3
5 0.00142 10−1.5 2.11× 10−2
7 0.00088 10−1 6.67× 10−2
Let us now turn to the high-energy regime, where the greybody factor assumes its geo-
metrical optics limit value. This limiting value has been successfully used in 4-dimensional
black hole backgrounds to describe the greybody factor of the corresponding black hole
[18, 19, 40]. This technique makes use of the geometry around the emitting (or absorbing)
body and can be clearly used to perform the same calculation in more complicated grav-
itational backgrounds. In particular, the same principle was used to derive the greybody
factor, in the high-energy regime, of a higher-dimensional Schwarzschild black hole pro-
jected onto the brane [41, 14]. We will apply here the same method for a SdS projected
black hole: for a massless particle in a circular orbit around a black hole, described by the
line-element (13), we write its equation of motion, pµpµ = 0, in the form
(
1
r
dr
dϕ
)2
=
1
b2
− h(r)
r2
, (31)
where b is the ratio of the angular momentum of the particle over its linear momentum.
Clearly, the classically accessible regime is defined by the relation b < min(r/
√
h). The
structure of the particular gravitational background enters in the above relation through
the metric function h(r). Using the definition (2) and minimising the function r/
√
h , we
find that the maximum value of b, i.e. the closest the particle can get to the black hole
before getting absorbed, is given by
bc = rH
{(
n+ 1
n+ 3
)(
n+ 3
2
[
1− 2κ
2
DΛr
2
H
(n+ 2)(n+ 3)
])
−2/(n+1)
− 2κ
2
DΛr
2
H
(n + 2)(n+ 3)
}
−1/2
. (32)
Then, the corresponding area, σg = πb
2
c , defines the absorptive area of the black hole
at high energies and, thus, its greybody factor – being a constant, the emitting body is
characterized at high energies by a blackbody radiation spectrum. For n = 0 and Λ = 0,
the above expression reduces to the four-dimensional one, σg = 27πr
2
H/4 [19, 40]. For
Λ = 0 but n 6= 0, we recover the expression for the greybody factor at high energies of a
(4+n)-dimensional Schwarzschild black hole projected onto a brane [41, 14]. The general
expression (32) has a strong dependence on the values of both the bulk cosmological
constant and the number of extra dimensions. If we keep Λ fixed and vary n, we obtain
a suppression of σg as n increases, similar to the one found in the case of brane emission
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of scalar fields from a projected Schwarzschild black hole [41, 14]. On the other hand,
if we fix n and vary Λ, the greybody factor is enhanced as Λ increases. Therefore, at
the high-energy regime, the presence of a bulk cosmological constant and a number of
transverse-to-the-brane dimensions have an increasing and decreasing, respectively, effect
on the emission cross-section of scalar fields from a projected SdS black hole. The entries
of Table 2 show the dependence of the greybody factor at high-energies for some indicative
values of n and Λ, and for µ = 1.
Table 2: Greybody factors for emission on the brane in the high-energy limit
n
(for Λr2H = 10
−2)
σg (πr
2
H)
Λr2
H
(for n = 0)
σg (πr
2
H)
(for n = 1)
σg (πr
2
H)
0 6.8591 0 6.7500 4.0000
1 4.0201 10−4 6.7511 4.0002
2 3.0774 10−3 6.7607 4.0020
3 2.6017 10−2 6.8591 4.0201
5 2.1179 10−1.5 7.1114 4.0645
7 1.8699 10−1 8.0962 4.2131
3.3 Numerical results for the greybody factor on the brane
To accurately evaluate the greybody factor in a wide energy range, and not only in the low
and high-energy regimes, it is necessary to go through numerical computations. For this
purpose, we first need to solve the scalar equation (17) for propagation on the brane, and
then to extract the amplitudes of the incoming and outgoing waves at the two asymptotic
regimes close to the two horizons. The integration starts at the horizon of the black hole,
where the ‘no-outgoing’ wave boundary condition can be easily applied, and is propagated
until the cosmological event horizon. Finally, the amplitudes of the incoming and outgoing
waves are extracted by fitting the analytical asymptotic solutions to the numerical results,
and the absorption cross-section (or, greybody factor) σℓ,n(ω) is then calculated in terms
of the absorption probability |Aℓ,n|2.
A number of approximations have to be made in our numerical computation. First,
in order to get rid of the apparent singularity at r = rH , the boundary condition at the
black hole horizon is applied at r = rH+ε, where ε must be checked to be small enough so
that our results are stable. Furthermore, for each energy point, the sum over the angular
momenta ℓ, which defines the greybody factor σn(ω), must be truncated at rank m, where
m has to be determined so that the error to the value of the absorption cross section from
omitting the modes with ℓ > m is smaller than the accuracy of our calculation and thus
irrelevant.
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For the needs of the numerical integration of Eq. (17), the vanishing outgoing wave
boundary condition (23), applied at r = rH + ε, can be alternatively written as:
P (r) = 1 (33)
dP
dr
= − iω
h (r)
. (34)
Such a choice not only ensures a vanishing outgoing wave at the black hole horizon but
also an incoming flux, in the same regime, equal to |P |2 = 1 – as our analytical arguments
showed, the value of the integration constant A1 at the black hole horizon does not have
an observable effect, and therefore it can be safely set, for simplicity, equal to unity.
Starting from the above asymptotic solution at the black hole horizon, the numerical
integration is then propagated towards the cosmological horizon. As the latter horizon is
approached, the consistency of the numerical computation requires to vary the integration
step according to the blue-shift suffered by the wave function. According to the analytical
arguments of the previous subsection, in this asymptotic spacetime region, the radial wave
function is the superposition of incoming and outgoing plane waves:
P (r) = B1 e
−iωr∗ +B2 e
iωr∗ , (35)
where the tortoise coordinate r∗ is given by Eq. (20). The above asymptotic solution is
particularly convenient for small values of the bulk cosmological constant, when rC ≫ rH
and the two asymptotic regimes of the black hole and cosmological horizon are far apart.
For larger values of Λ though, an alternative far-field asymptotic solution can be used
instead: by making the change of variable
r → f(r) = h(r)
[
1− 2κ
2
DΛr
2
(n+ 2)(n+ 3)
]
−1
, (36)
and the field redefinition P (f) = fα (1 − f)β F (f), the scalar equation (17) takes, near
the cosmological horizon, the form of a hypergeometric equation 2, that finally leads to
the solution
P (f) = B1 f
α (1− f)β F (a, b, c; f)
+B2 f
−α (1− f)β F (a− c+ 1, b− c+ 1, 2− c; f) . (37)
In the above, the indices (a, b, c) and power coefficients (α, β) depend on the fundamental
parameters of the problem, i.e. the energy ω of the particle, the angular momentum
number ℓ, the number of extra dimensions n, the value of the cosmological constant Λ,
and the cosmological horizon rC . In the limit r → rC , the aforementioned solution takes
the asymptotic form
P (r) = B1 e
−i
ω rC
AC
log[f(r)]
+B2 e
i
ω rC
AC
log[f(r)]
, (38)
2The analysis leading to the derivation of the hypergeometric equation and to the asymptotic solution
near the cosmological horizon is similar to the one followed in Refs. [11, 13, 7].
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Figure 2: The absorption cross-section σn(ω), for scalar emission on the brane, versus the
dimensionless parameter ωrH : (a) in the first graph, the dimensionality of spacetime is
fixed at n = 0, while Λr2H takes the values {0, 10−2, 10−1.5, 0.05}; (b) in the second graph,
the cosmological constant is fixed at Λr2H = 10
−2, while n takes the indicative values
{0, 1, 5}.
where AC = (n+ 1)− 2κ
2
D
Λ
(n+2)
r2C . The above asymptotic solution takes better into account
the curvature of the spacetime due to the presence of the bulk cosmological constant, and
provides a better fit to our numerical results. Furthermore, the extraction of the incoming
and outgoing amplitudes is straightforward. The new variable f(r) has a profile along
the radial coordinate similar to the one of h(r): it vanishes at r = rH and r = rC while
it reaches a maximum value at some point in between. Near the cosmological horizon,
therefore, log[f(r)] decreases as r increases; taking also into account that AC is always
negative, we may easily conclude that B1 is the amplitude of the incoming wave and B2
the amplitude of the outgoing wave with respect to the black hole horizon.
The absorption cross-section for the emission of fields on the brane follows from the
general expression (12) by setting n = 0. In addition, the absorption probability |Aℓ,n|2
can be directly determined from the ratio of the incoming fluxes at the cosmological and
black hole horizon [7]. We can then write the simple relation :
σℓ,n(ω) =
2ℓ+ 1
ω2
|Aℓ,n|2 = 2ℓ+ 1
ω2
∣∣∣∣ 1B1
∣∣∣∣
2
. (39)
Figures 2(a,b) show the results obtained for σn(ω) for scalar particles, after the summation
over ℓ has been performed, and its dependence on the value of the cosmological constant
Λ and the number of extra dimensions n, respectively. In Fig. 2a, the number of extra
dimensions has been kept fixed, at n = 0, while the value of Λ is allowed to vary. These
numerical results are in good agreement with the analytical ones, derived in the previous
subsection, both in the low and high-energy regime. When a positive cosmological constant
is introduced, the presence of the second (cosmological) horizon causes the absorption
probability |An|2 to acquire a non-vanishing value at low energies, which then causes a
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divergence in the value of σn(ω), as ω → 0, due to the ω−2 coefficient in Eq. (39). As a
result, the well-known relation at the low-energy limit between the greybody factor and
the area of the horizon [19, 11, 14, 43] ceases to hold in the presence of a non-vanishing Λ.
In accordance to the entries of Tables 1 and 2, an increase in the value of the cosmological
constant causes an enhancement in the value of the greybody factor, with the effect being
more significant in the low-energy regime. In the high-energy regime, the effect of the
cosmological constant is less significant, nevertheless, as it can be seen from the above
curves, the geometrical optics limit of the absorption cross-section does slightly increase
as a function of Λ, in agreement with the analytical results of the previous subsection.
The existence of additional dimensions in the universe also modifies the behaviour of
the absorption cross-section, as shown in Fig. 2b. In the low energy regime, an increase
in the number of extra dimensions n, for a given value of Λ, leads to a suppression of
the value of the absorption cross-section. This can be easily understood by noticing that
increasing the number of dimensions n leads to an increase in the value of the cosmological
horizon rC , which is equivalent to decreasing the value of Λ. In the high-energy limit, the
effect of the dimensionality of spacetime is the same as for asymptotically-flat spacetimes
[14] : σn(ω) is suppressed as n increases. The behaviour obtained for the greybody factor
as a function of n, both in the low and high-energy regime, are in excellent agreement
with the analytical results and the entries of Tables 1 and 2 presented in section 3.2.
4 Hawking radiation from a (4 + n)-Dimensional SdS
Black Hole in the Bulk
According to the assumptions of the model, Standard Model fields (fermions, gauge
bosons, Higgs fields) are restricted to live on the 4-dimensional brane, and therefore
have no access to the transverse dimensions. Nevertheless, scalar particles that carry no
charges under the Standard Model gauge group are in principle allowed to propagate in
the bulk. Thus, in the study of the process of the emission of Hawking radiation from a
higher-dimensional black hole into the bulk, scalar fields, apart from gravitons, should also
be considered. Although this part of radiation would clearly be invisible to an observer
on the brane, estimating the amount of energy lost in the “bulk” channel is imperative
before accurate predictions for the emitted radiation on the brane can be made.
The field equation describing the motion of a scalar particle in a higher-dimensional
background is easy to find. For a free scalar field minimally coupled to gravity, its equation
of motion takes the formDMD
Mφ = 0, where DM is the covariant derivative in the higher-
dimensional spacetime. For a spherically-symmetric, (4 + n)-dimensional gravitational
background of the form (1), this equation takes a separable form if we use the factorized
ansatz
φ(t, r, θi, ϕ) = e
−iωt P (r) Y˜ℓ(Ω) , (40)
where Y˜ℓ(Ω) is the (3 + n)-spatial-dimensional generalisation of the usual spherical har-
monic functions depending on the angular coordinates [42]. Upon using this ansatz, the
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scalar wave equation reduces to a second-order differential equation for the radial wave-
function P (r):
h(r)
rn+2
d
dr
[
h(r) rn+2
dP
dr
]
+
[
ω2 − h(r)
r2
ℓ (ℓ+ n + 1)
]
P = 0 . (41)
The explicit dependence of the above equation on the dimensionality of spacetime is
evident: it comes from the contribution of the (n+ 2), in total, compact dimensions, and
from the eigenvalue of the (3+n)-dimensional spherical harmonic functions. An additional
implicit dependence enters through the expression of the metric function h(r). The latter
is still given by Eq. (2), and it is thus characterized, as before, by two positive roots, rH
and rC , and (n+ 1) negative ones collectively denoted by rm.
The above radial equation has been studied before, both analytically [11, 12] and
numerically [14], in the absence of a bulk cosmological constant, to derive the spectrum of
Hawking radiation from a higher-dimensional Schwarzschild-like black hole. Although the
principles behind the emission of Hawking radiation in the bulk and on the brane are the
same, the effect of the dimensionality of spacetime on the corresponding greybody factors
and final emission rates was found to be different in the two “channels”. In the presence of
a bulk cosmological constant, we expect the existence of the second horizon rC , to modify
the low-energy bulk absorption coefficient in a way similar to the one for brane emission.
Nevertheless, we anticipate the dimensionality of spacetime to have a much more explicit
effect compared to the case of brane emission, where the number of additional dimensions
appeared only implicitly in Eqs. (30) through the values of rH and rC . In the next two
subsections, we focus on the emission of scalar fields in the bulk, and address the problem
of finding the corresponding greybody factor both analytically and numerically.
4.1 Analytical results for scalar emission in the bulk
In this subsection, we follow the same methods as the ones presented in section 3.2 in
order to derive analytically the low-energy absorption probability |A0,n|2 and the high-
energy absorption cross-section σg for the propagation of scalar fields in the background
of the (4 + n)-dimensional black hole given by Eqs. (1) and (2).
We will start by deriving the solution for the s-wave partial mode in the infrared
limit, and compare it with the asymptotic solutions in the vicinity of the two horizons,
rH and rC , expanded in the low-energy limit. For propagation in the bulk, the former
can be derived by integrating the radial equation (41) in the intermediate radial regime
(rH ≪ r ≪ rC), for ℓ = 0 and ω → 0. We then find
P (r) = C1
[
− log r
µ
+
log(r − rH)
2kH r
2+n
H
− log(rC − r)
2kC r
2+n
C
+
n+1∑
m=1
log(r + rm)
2km r2+nm
]
+ C2 . (42)
In the above, ki stands again for the surface gravity at the location of the ith root of the
equation h(r) = 0, and it is still given by Eq. (19).
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Figure 3: The gravitational potential barrier V (r) in the (4 + n)D SdS spacetime, for
n = 1, µ = 1, Λr2H = 10
−2 and ℓ = 0, 1 and 2. The barrier vanishes again at rH = 1.0008
and rC = 24.474 but its height is significantly higher than on the brane.
By using the definition u(r) = r(n+2)/2 P (r), and the same tortoise coordinate defined
in Eq. (20), the scalar field equation in the bulk (41) takes the Schro¨dinger-like form
−d
2u
dr2
∗
+ h(r)
[
ℓ(ℓ+ n + 1)
r2
+
(n + 2) h′(r)
2r
+
n(n + 2) h(r)
4r2
]
u = ω2u , (43)
or, more explicitly,
−d
2u
dr2
∗
+ h(r)
[
(2ℓ+ n+ 1)2 − 1
4r2
+
µ (n+ 2)2
4rn+3
− κ
2
DΛ (n+ 4)
2 (n+ 3)
]
u = ω2u . (44)
Once again, from the above expression, one may easily read the gravitational barrier
V (r) seen by a scalar field propagating in the higher-dimensional bulk. In Fig. 3, this
gravitational barrier is shown for the indicative values of n = 1, µ = 1, Λr2H = 10
−2
and ℓ = 0, 1 and 2. As in the case of propagation on the brane, the barrier increases for
increasing ℓ, therefore, it is the s-wave that is more likely to be emitted also in the bulk.
Nevertheless, we notice that the height of the barrier is significantly higher compared to
the one for propagation on the brane, therefore, we expect the emissivity of bulk scalar
modes to be suppressed compared to the one of brane scalar modes, at least in the low-
and intermediate-energy regime.
The metric function h(r) is common for propagation both on the brane and in the
bulk, therefore the potential vanishes at the same values of the radial coordinate, i.e. at
rH and rC . In these asymptotic regimes, the solutions are given again by Eqs. (23)-(24),
and their infrared limit by Eqs. (26) and (28). Comparing them with the s-wave solution
(42), stretched towards the two horizons, will allow us to determine the relations between
the set of coefficients A1, (C1, C2) and (B1, B2). In particular, comparing u
(B)(r∗), Eq.
(26), with r(n+2)/2P (r), with the latter taken in the limit r → rH , we obtain the relations
C1 = −iω r(n+2)/2H A1 , C2 =
A1
r
(n+2)/2
H
+O(ω) . (45)
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Similarly, comparing u(C)(r∗), Eq. (28), with r
(n+2)/2P (r), in the limit r → rC , we find in
turn
C1 = iωr
(n+2)/2
C (−B1 +B2) , C2 =
1
r
(n+2)/2
C
(B1 +B2) +O(ω) . (46)
Rearranging the above set of constraints, we may easily derive the ratio B2/B1. Then,
the reflection and absorption probabilities for the propagation of a scalar field in the bulk
are found to be
|R0,n|2 =
∣∣∣∣∣B2B1
∣∣∣∣∣
2
=
(
rn+2C − rn+2H
rn+2C + r
n+2
H
)2
, |A0,n|2 = 4 (rC rH)
n+2
(rn+2C + r
n+2
H )
2
. (47)
As in the case of brane emission, the absorption probability for emission in the bulk is
not zero in the low-energy limit, contrary to what was derived for the propagation of a
scalar field in the asymptotically-flat, (4 + n)-dimensional background of a Schwarzschild
black hole, where |Aℓ,n|2 ∼ (ωrH)2ℓ+n+2 [11]. The above result differs also from the one
derived in section 3.2 for brane propagation, Eq. (30), in that, as hinted at the beginning
of section 4, the dimensionality of the spacetime in which the field propagates appears
explicitly in the expression of the absorption probability at low energies. Table 3 shows the
exact dependence of the absorption probability, for emission in the bulk at the low-energy
limit, on the number of extra dimensions n and the bulk cosmological constant Λ, for
µ = 1. Similarly to the case of emission on the brane, the presence of a bulk cosmological
constant enhances the absorption probability at low-energies and, thus, the emissivity of
the black hole into the bulk, while a number of extra dimensions present, n > 0, have a
suppressing effect on it. A simple comparison of the entries of Tables 1 and 3 confirms
our expectation of a significantly reduced emission in the bulk of the dominant s-wave,
compared to the one on the brane, for the same values of the free parameters of the theory.
Table 3: Absorption probabilities for emission in the bulk in the limit ω → 0
n |A0,n|2 (for Λr2H = 10−2) Λr2H |A0,n|2 (for n = 1)
0 1.417× 10−2 0 0
1 2.735× 10−4 10−4 2.722× 10−7
2 4.006× 10−6 10−3 8.611× 10−6
3 4.594× 10−8 10−2 2.735× 10−4
5 3.445× 10−12 10−1.5 1.554× 10−3
7 1.455× 10−16 10−1 9.019× 10−3
We then turn to the high-energy regime, and to the geometrical optics limit value
of the greybody factor. The equation describing the motion of a particle, with only one
non-vanishing component of angular momentum, in a circular orbit around a black hole
is given by Eq. (31), for propagation both in the bulk and on the brane – this equation
is derived by fixing the values of all azimuthal angular coordinates θi to π/2, therefore
the existence or not of n additional such variables does not change the final result. The
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classically accessible regime is thus again given by b < min(r/
√
h) with the minimum
radial proximity given by Eq. (32). What nevertheless changes, in the case of propagation
in a higher-dimensional black hole background, is the expression of the absorptive area
of the black hole as a function of the critical radius bc: as it was pointed out in Ref. [14],
when carefully computed, this area comes out to be
Ap =
2π
(n + 2)
πn/2
Γ[(n+ 2)/2]
bn+2c . (48)
This area stands for the absorption cross-section, or greybody factor, at high energies. In
the case of a higher-dimensional background with a bulk cosmological constant, that we
study here, it takes the explicit form
σg =
AH√
π (n+ 2)
Γ[(n+ 3)/2]
Γ[(n+ 2)/2]
× (49)
×
{(
n+ 1
n+ 3
)(
n+ 3
2
[
1− 2κ
2
DΛr
2
H
(n + 2)(n+ 3)
])
−2/(n+1)
− 2κ
2
DΛr
2
H
(n+ 2)(n+ 3)
}
−(n+2)/2
,
upon making use of the expression for bc given in Eq. (32). In the above, AH is the horizon
area of the (4 + n)-dimensional SdS black hole given by
AH = r
n+2
H A2+n = r
n+2
H (2π) π
(n+1)/2 Γ
(
n+ 3
2
)
−1
. (50)
In Table 4, we give some indicative values of the greybody factor, in units of the area
of the (4 + n)-dimensional horizon AH , for emission of scalar fields in the bulk at high-
energies, for particular values of n and Λ, and for µ = 1. Similarly to the case of emission
on the brane, the presence of a bulk cosmological constant enhances the greybody factor,
and increases the emissivity of the black hole into the bulk in the high-energy regime. In
contrast to what happens in the emission of brane modes, however, choosing larger values
for the number of transverse dimensions enhances the value of the greybody factor, instead
of suppressing it. The same effect takes place also in the case of emission of scalar fields
in the bulk by an asymptotically flat, higher-dimensional Schwarzschild black hole. The
above formula (50) is a generalization of the one found in [14] for a non-vanishing bulk
cosmological constant. Also in that simplified case, it may be shown that, for increasingly
larger n, the greybody factor is indeed enhanced at high energies. This enhancement in
the emission of highly-energetic scalar fields in the bulk, compared to the one on the
brane, caused the boost in the bulk-to-brane emissivity for large values of n where the
effect becomes significant [14].
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Table 4: Greybody factors for emission in the bulk in the high-energy limit
n
(for Λr2H = 10
−2)
σg (AH)
Λr2
H
(for n = 0)
σg (AH)
(for n = 1)
σg (AH)
0 1.7148 0 1.6875 1.6977
1 1.7105 10−4 1.6878 1.6978
2 1.7757 10−3 1.6902 1.6989
3 1.8535 10−2 1.7148 1.7105
5 2.0117 10−1.5 1.7778 1.7389
7 2.1622 10−1 2.0241 1.8351
4.2 Numerical results for the greybody factor in the bulk
As in the case of brane emission, in order to derive accurate results for the emission of
scalar fields in the bulk over the whole energy regime, we need to perform a numerical
computation. The method followed here is identical to the one described in section 3.3.
The numerical integration of the scalar bulk equation (41) starts from a point r = rH + ε,
close to the black hole horizon with the corresponding asymptotic solution satisfying the
boundary conditions (33)-(34). The solution is then propagated towards the cosmologi-
cal horizon and the numerical results are fitted by the appropriate asymptotic solution
near rC . As in the case of brane emission, a better fit is provided by making use of the
alternative asymptotic solution (38) – although the scalar field equation and its general
solution in the bulk is different from the ones on the brane, the asymptotic solution, for
r → rC , has exactly the same form. The absorption probability |Aℓ,n|2 can then be defined
by the ratio of the incoming fluxes at the black hole and cosmological horizon, and can
easily follow once the amplitude of the ingoing wave B1 is determined from the fit of our
numerical results.
For emission in the bulk, the higher-dimensional formula, Eq. (12), for the absorption
cross-section σn(ω) must be used. We are interested both in the effect of the cosmological
constant and the dimensionality of spacetime on the behaviour of the greybody factor,
and these effects are depicted in Figs. 4 (a,b). In Fig. 4a, we have kept the dimensionality
of spacetime fixed, at n = 1, and varied the value of Λ. From the depicted curves, we may
easily conclude that the absorption cross-section is enhanced as the value of Λ increases:
as in the case of brane emission, the effect is more significant at the low-energy regime
and less significant at the high-energy one, in complete accordance with the entries of
Tables 3 and 4. For Λ = 0, we recover the well-known result of the greybody factor being
equal to the horizon area of the higher-dimensional black hole [11, 14, 43]. Nevertheless,
for non-vanishing values of Λ, the greybody factor diverges in the low-energy limit due to
the fact that the absorption probability |Aℓ,n|2 acquires a non-vanishing constant value,
in agreement to the analytical results of the previous subsection.
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Figure 4: The absorption cross-section σn(ω), for scalar emission in the bulk, versus the
dimensionless parameter ωrH : (a) the dimensionality of spacetime is fixed at n = 1, while
Λr2H takes the values {0, 10−2, 10−1.5, 0.05} in Planck units; (b) the cosmological constant
is fixed at Λr2H = 10
−2, and n takes the indicative values {1, 3, 4}.
In Fig. 4b, on the other hand, we have kept the value of the cosmological constant
fixed and varied the number of extra dimensions. The analytical results for the absorption
probability |A0,n|2, derived in the previous subsection, may have hinted towards the sup-
pression of the greybody factor, too, in the low-energy regime. Nevertheless, not only is
the suppression of |A0,n|2, as a function of n, rather insignificant but also, as we may see
from Eq. (12), there are actually two sources of enhancement of σn(ω), as n increases, in
the low-energy regime: the multiplicative, n-dependent coefficient, and, more importantly,
the factor ω−(n+2). As a result, the greybody factor is indeed enhanced in the low-energy
regime, as the curves in Fig. 4b also reveal. In the high-energy regime, finally, our curves
seem to indicate that the greybody factor decreases with n, instead of increasing, as our
analytical results showed. This is actually caused by the fact that, as in the case of emis-
sion in a flat spacetime [14], the high-energy limit behaviour of the greybody factor in the
bulk is attained for fairly large values of ωrH ; as a result, the curves in Fig. 4b depict its
behaviour only up to intermediate energy values, where σn(ω) is indeed suppressed with
n. Extending our graph to higher values of energy leads to agreement with our analytical
results.
5 Energy emission rates
In this section, we proceed to calculate the final energy emission rates for scalar fields
by a higher-dimensional SdS black hole, both in the bulk and on the brane, by using
the exact numerical results, derived in sections 3 and 4 for the corresponding absorption
probabilities/greybody factors. Once this task is performed, we compare the amount of
energy emitted in the “brane” and “bulk” channels, as a function of the cosmological
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constant and the dimensionality of spacetime.
Before however writing down the formulae for the energy emission rates, we should
first address the question of the consistent definition of the temperature of an SdS black
hole. Equation (7), for the temperature of the black hole, was derived by making use of
the definition of the surface gravity at the location of the black hole horizon, i.e.
k2H = −
1
2
lim
r→rH
(DMKN) (D
MKN) , (51)
where
K = γt
∂
∂t
(52)
is the timelike Killing vector, and γt a normalization constant. For a static and spherically-
symmetric metric tensor, the above formula reduces to
kH =
1
2
1√−gtt grr
∣∣∣gtt,r∣∣∣
r=rH
. (53)
In fact, the above expression is derived provided the Killing vector is normalized according
to the rule : KMK
M = −1 [for the (-,+,...+) metric signature that we have used here] at
the location where |gtt| = 1. In the case of an asymptotically-flat Schwarzschild black hole,
this happens at infinity where the spacetime reduces to a Minkowski flat one. However,
in the presence of a cosmological constant, this asymptotically-flat regime does not exist.
The normalization condition of the Killing vector can then be applied at the only point in
the Schwarzschild-de-Sitter spacetime that shares the same characteristic with the infinity
in the Schwarzschild spacetime, that is, no acceleration is necessary for an observer to
stay there [44]. This point, for a higher-dimensional spacetime, is given in Eq. (6) and
corresponds to the maximum value of the metric function h(r). At the point r = r0, the
effect of the black hole attraction and the cosmological repulsion exactly cancel out. Once
the proper normalization factor is included in the expression of the surface gravity, the
correct expression for the temperature of the black hole comes out to be:
TH =
kH
2π
=
1√
h(r0)
1
4πrH
[
(n+ 1)− 2κ
2
DΛ
(n+ 2)
r2H
]
. (54)
The above formula should then be used for the derivation of the decay radiation
spectrum of a higher-dimensional SdS black hole, both in the bulk and on the brane. The
corresponding expression, Eq. (11), takes the form
d2E(ω)
dt dω
=
∑
ℓ
Nℓ,n |Aℓ,n|2 ω
exp (ω/TH)− 1
1
2π
, (55)
where Nℓ,n = 2ℓ+ 1, for brane emission, and
Nℓ,n =
(2ℓ+ n+ 1) (ℓ+ n)!
ℓ! (n+ 1)!
, (56)
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Figure 5: The differential energy emission rate, for scalar emission on the brane, versus
the dimensionless parameter ωrH : (a) the dimensionality of spacetime is fixed at n = 0,
while Λr2H takes the values {0, 10−2, 10−15, 0.05} in Planck units; (b) the cosmological
constant is fixed at Λr2H = 10
−2, and n takes the indicative values {0, 1, 5}.
for bulk emission, and the absorption probability takes the corresponding brane and bulk
values. Figure 5 depicts the differential energy emission rates for emission on the brane,
as a function of both Λ and n. In order to make the comparison easier, the maximum
point of the lowest curve in both graphs, 5a and 5b, has been normalized to unity. In Fig.
5b, where Λ is fixed and n varies, the enhancement of the energy emission rate, by even
orders of magnitude as n increases, is clear, and analogous to the behaviour found in the
asymptotically-flat Schwarzschild spacetime [14]. A similar enhancement, but of a smaller
scale, appears as the value of the cosmological constant increases. It is worth noting here
that in the absence of the normalising factor
√
h(r0), an increase in the value of Λ leads
to the decrease of the black hole temperature and thus to a suppression of the energy
emission rate; however, the fact that the normalising factor is always smaller than unity
gives a boost to TH , that overcomes the decrease due to Λ.
A distinct feature of the decay spectrum of a SdS black hole is the non-vanishing
value of the emission rate in the limit ω → 0. This is caused by the constant value of the
absorption probability in the same limit, which as we saw leads to the divergence of the
greybody factor at the low-energy regime but to a constant value of the energy emission
rate. The larger the cosmological constant is, the larger the value of the absorption prob-
ability, and the larger the number of low-energy states that are emitted by the black hole.
Whereas the total number of states that will be emitted by the black hole would come as
a result of the combined effect of both Λ and n, the emission of a significantly number of
extremely ultra-soft quanta on the brane would be a distinctive feature of the spectrum
caused by the presence of a cosmological constant.
Figure 6 shows the energy emission rates for scalar fields in the bulk – the lowest
curve in both graphs, 6a and 6b, has been again normalized to unity. As in the case
of brane emission, the bulk energy emission rate is enhanced by the increase of both
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Figure 6: The differential energy emission rate, for scalar emission in the bulk, versus the
dimensionless parameter ωrH : (a) the dimensionality of spacetime is fixed at n = 1, while
Λr2H takes the values {0, 10−2, 10−1.5, 0.05} in Planck units; (b) the cosmological constant
is fixed at Λr2H = 10
−2, and n takes the indicative values {0, 1, 2, 3}.
the cosmological constant and the dimensionality of spacetime. We notice that, in both
graphs, the peaks of all curves are shifted towards the right, i.e. to higher values of ωrH ,
compared to the ones for brane emission. This is caused by the much smaller value of
the absorption probability at the low-energy regime for emission in the bulk than on the
brane. The total energy available for the emission of particles by the black hole is given,
therefore any suppression in the emission of low-energy quanta leads to the emission of a
larger number of high-energy ones.
Having derived the exact energy emission rates for emission both in the bulk and
on the brane, we finally turn to the question of the bulk-to-brane relative emission rate.
In the case of radiation emitted by a higher-dimensional Schwarzschild black hole, it
was demonstrated [14] that most of the energy of the black hole goes into the “brane”
channel, although the exact emissivity ratio was very much n-dependent. In the case
of a SdS higher-dimensional black hole, we need to check the dependence of that ratio
on both Λ and n; this dependence is shown in Figs. 7(a,b), respectively. Both figures
reveal that this ratio is always smaller than unity, as in an asymptotically-flat spacetime.
The presence of the cosmological constant – which can be seen as an addition to the
energy of the emitted particle at every point r = const. according to Eqs. (22) and (44)
– becomes irrelevant at the high-energy regime, and the curves match those derived in
the Schwarzschild case [14]. At the low-energy regime, though, and for fixed n – see Fig.
7a – the presence of the cosmological constant gives a boost to the bulk-to-brane ratio:
this is due to the fact that a non-zero Λ lowers the height of the gravitational barrier
for a bulk particle (n + 4) (n + 2)/8 times more than for a brane particle. On the other
hand, increasing the number of extra dimensions leads to a strong suppression at the
low-energy regime which, however, becomes milder as the energy increases causing the
curves to start converge at around unity. This effect is obvious in Fig. 7b, and has its
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Figure 7: The bulk-to-brane relative emission rate, for scalar emission, versus the dimen-
sionless parameter ωrH : (a) the dimensionality of spacetime is fixed at n = 1, while Λr
2
H
takes the values {0, 10−2, 10−1.5, 0.05} in Planck units; (b) the cosmological constant is
fixed at Λr2H = 10
−2, and n takes the indicative values {1, 3, 4}.
source to the increased number of high-energy modes that are emitted in the bulk, an
effect that becomes more significant for large values of n.
6 Conclusions
It has by now become clear that the spectrum of Hawking radiation, emitted by a black
hole formed in a general geometrical background, can reveal valuable information for a
variety of parameters that characterize this background. If the black hole is formed in a
higher-dimensional spacetime, the shape and height of the characteristic energy emission
curves can point towards a particular value of the number of spacelike dimensions that
exist in nature [11, 13, 14]. In a similar way, the spectrum of Hawking radiation emanating
from a black hole formed in the presence of the stringy-inspired Gauss-Bonnet term, is
modified when the coupling parameter of this term varies [20]. Taking this idea further,
in this work we have investigated how the radiation spectrum of a black hole formed in a
D-dimensional de Sitter spacetime is affected by the presence of the positive cosmological
constant.
In this paper, we have focused on the emission of Hawking radiation from a D-
dimensional Schwarschild-de-Sitter (SdS) black hole emitted in the form of scalar fields
- the emission of fields with non-zero spin is studied in a follow-up paper [45]. A higher-
dimensional black hole can emit scalar fields both in the bulk and on the brane, therefore
the study of the energy emission rates along both “channels” must be made. Scalar par-
ticles living on the brane are restricted to propagate on a slice of the higher-dimensional
SdS spacetime, therefore, we had to derive first the induced gravitational background
and then the corresponding equation of motion on the brane. An analytical calculation
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led to the derivation of approximate formulae for the absorption coefficient and grey-
body factor in the low- and high-energy regime, respectively. These results served also
as guides for the numerical integration, that followed next and provided us with exact
results for the greybody factor valid at all energy regimes. According to these results, the
greybody factor for emission on the brane has a strong dependence on both the number
of spacelike dimensions in nature and the curvature of spacetime: similarly to the case of
an asymptotically-flat black hole, an increase in the value of n suppresses σn(ω); on the
other hand, increasing the value of the cosmological constant enhances the same quantity,
especially in the low-energy regime. By using similar analytical and numerical methods
to study the emission of scalar fields in the bulk, we have found an equally strong de-
pendence of the “bulk” greybody factor on n and Λ, although partially different: here,
both the cosmological constant and a number of additional spacelike dimensions have a
positive effect in the absorption cross-section.
Computing the final energy emission rates both on the brane and in the bulk was
the following task. We had first to carefully redefine the temperature of the black hole
in such a way as to take into account the non-asymptotic flatness of the SdS spacetime.
This redefinition led to the introduction of an additional normalization factor whose
presence proved to be crucial: in the absence of this factor, the temperature of the black
hole increased with n but decreased with Λ; however, in its presence, both parameters
caused an increase in the black hole temperature. Once the exact expressions of the black
hole temperature and greybody factors were used, the energy emission rates in both
“channels” were found to be strongly enhanced by the presence of either a number of
additional dimensions or a cosmological constant. The rate of enhancement in the energy
emission, in terms of the total number of dimensions and the value of the bulk cosmological
constant, was not the same for the “brane” and “bulk” channel. The relative bulk-to-brane
emission rate was then calculated in an attempt to estimate the amount of energy spent
for emission in the bulk – the space transverse to the brane, and thus non-accessible to us
– compared to the one spent on our brane. The bulk-to-brane ratio was found to be both
n and Λ dependent, as expected, but it remained smaller than unity for all values of the
two parameters considered. As a general rule, the emission of “brane” modes dominates in
the low-energy regime but at the high-energy one, the “brane” and “bulk” rates become
almost comparable.
Apart from the theoretical interest to study effects and processes in a curved space-
time, motivated by the de Sitter and Anti-de Sitter / conformal field theory (CFT) cor-
respondence, there is also a strong observational interest being fuelled by the prospect of
the creation and decay of such small black holes in the near or far-future collider exper-
iments able to probe the energy regime close to the fundamental gravitational scale M∗.
Being able to obtain valuable information on the topological structure of our spacetime,
including its dimensionality and curvature, from their Hawking radiation spectrum, might
be a unique opportunity. According to our results, not only will the total number of par-
ticles and energy emitted by these small black holes be a function of n and Λ, but each
one of these parameters will leave a clear footprint in different energy regimes: while the
cosmological constant becomes almost irrelevant at the high energy regime leaving the
dimensionality of spacetime to determine the spectrum, it gives a unique feature at the
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low-energy regime, through a Λ-dependent constant rate of emission of ultra-soft quanta.
As scalar particles have proved to be rather elusive to detect, our present analysis will be
extended, in a follow-up paper [45], to cover the emission of fermions and gauge fields,
too – the data files used to construct the greybody factors and energy emission rates, for
all species of fields and various values of n and Λ, can be found in a publicly accessible
web-page [46].
As concluding remarks, let us comment on the validity and usefulness of the results
derived here. The analysis performed in this work is general, and can be applied to any
D-dimensional theory with either a low or high gravitational scale M∗ – as long as the
black hole mass remains much larger than this fundamental scale to ensure minimal back-
reaction and absence of quantum effects. The number and size of additional dimensions
also remained arbitrary, with the only assumption being made that the black hole hori-
zon radius is much smaller than the smallest of the compact dimensions. An additional
constraint relevant to the (4+n)-dimensional character of our analysis should be now re-
instated: the frequency of the emitted particles must also be larger than 1/L, otherwise
they should be studied instead in the context of a purely 4-dimensional theory. This is
in complete harmony with the results derived in this work: the effect of the number of
extra dimensions is most obvious in the high-energy regime, where the emitted modes are
clearly (4+n)-dimensional; in the low-energy regime, it is the effect of the cosmological
constant that is the most important, an effect that remains a significant one even in the
purely 4-dimensional case, as our results have shown. In the latter case, where no extra
dimensions exist, and bulk and brane coincide, the production of small, classical black
holes in colliders will be impossible, however, the energy emission rates derived here, and
their dependence on the value of the cosmological constant, will still be of great use upon
the detection of Hawking radiation emitted from small primordial black holes.
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